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1. Have you directly or indirectly experienced an incident of gun violence that you would like to share? 
I actually don’t remember what took place, but I know the effects of what happened. I only recall waking up at the hospital with the doctor.   It was a few minutes past 10 p.m on the night of 29th May 2015, when I was seated at the back of my friend's vehicle on our way home. All of a sudden, a single bullet rippled through the window of our car hitting the driver at the neck. Unfortunately, the driver lost control, and our vehicle landed in a ditch. That is how we found ourselves at the hospital while unconscious. Luckily, I had no serious injuries apart from my legs which were bruised. My friend was treated, and we were released the following day.
2. How do you think the experience has impacted your personal life? 
This experience changed the way I view life. You can be alive and happy now, and the next minute you can be dead due to gun related violence. From that incident, I can not only identify an individual with evil motives, but I can also respond accordingly in an attempt to save my life and that of others who are around. I have also learned the need to train school children on issues of gun violence and ways to react in such situations. This would result in the reduction of gun violence.
3. How do you feel about living in a community with a higher rate of gun violence? 
I feel very bad living in a community with high rates of gun violence. Over the last few years, cases of gun violence have been in rising, be it in schools, clubs, shopping malls, and also along the roads. Living in fear has been my everyday life as I have been a victim once. I am hoping that the government takes the right measures, for example, making the gun laws stricter. Similarly, the government can reduce the number of individuals owning guns since there is a relationship between gun ownership and high rates of gun violence. This can lead to a reduction of gun-related violence. 
4. Do you think residents of this county may have developed differences based on gun violence? 
Absolutely yes. Gun violence has led to a lot of differences among the residents of this county. Some individuals are being blamed in any cases of gun violence, which according to me is not right. This has resulted from vicious cycles of inequality and racism in this county, which portrays existing social differences. Similarly, various people view gun violence as acts of racism or terrorism while others view gun violence as a result of lenient gun laws.
5. From an ethical perspective, how do you differentiate between gun manufacturing and gun distribution?
From an ethical point of view, gun manufacturing is not a harmful activity. This is because guns are primarily manufactured to be used well, for example, for the security of the country.  On the other hand, gun distribution is a process by which guns are delivered from the manufacturing zones to the market. Gun distribution is the cause of many problems. During this stage, some guns get lost, some are sold to the black market, and they end up being misused. During gun distribution, measures should be put in place to ensure that guns don't fall into the wrong hands as most of them would reach the informal gun market. This can reduce gun violence even though most guns used in crimes related to gun violence are licensed.
6. How do you differentiate between gun ownership and gun violence? 
Gun ownership is a situation by which an individual legally possess a gun because of some reasons, for instance, security or others while gun violence is the use of a firearm, typically the licensed one to endanger the lives of others. There is a link between these two, as evidence suggests that more guns in a given area result in an increased cases of gun violence. A licensed gun can fall into the hands of a child, mentally impaired individual or any other person having evil motives resulting in deads.
7. Gun-ownership is a widespread phenomenon across U.S.A, why do you think certain neighborhoods may be perceived as "hotbed of gun violence," while others are not?
There are a lot of things which makes a given neighborhood a hotspot of gun violence as compared to another. Neighborhoods with various ethnic groups are always hotspots, which result from racial discrimination. Well-off neighborhoods have fewer cases of gun violence since most individuals are educated.  On the other hand, slum areas have high incidents of gun violence since there are high levels of drug abuse, many people are poor, and there is a high number of school dropouts.
8. Do you think existing gun laws are effective to control gun violence in your county? 
The existing gun laws won’t solve gun violence in this country since it has been in use for a long time and gun violence has been on the rise. The community and other institutions, for instance, the schools should be involved. Apart from that, the government should revise gun laws in an attempt to reduce gun violence.
9. What approach or steps do you think your County officials may engage upon to reduce the presence of gun violence in your community? 
To reduce gun violence within the community, county officials should take some approaches. First of all, they should emphasize more on hotspots. A lot of things should be done to the hotspots, for example, urban upgrading, drug reduction, reduction of child exposure to violence, and the establishment of comprehensive violence prevention programs. Furthermore, sensible gun laws should be implemented, for instance, banning of high capacity magazines. Additionally, a gun safety culture should be established. This ensures that every individual is protected. Finally, the county officials should be proactive. They should actively support proactive schools and community associations who are involved in gun violence reduction. 
10. How do you think individuals can contribute towards reducing gun violence?
Every individual in the society can play a role to reduce gun violence. Individuals should be taught to use non-violent communication as violent language can provoke a stressed person to shot without hesitating. Similarly, people should volunteer to teach others ways to identify an individual who is at risk of shooting, and how to react to such circumstances. Gun rights advocates and gun dealers should step in and educate individuals who are within reach of firearms about the risks of suicide and to stop the stigma to the mentally impaired. Individuals should volunteer and get involved in focused deterrence policing: a form of community policing aimed to discourage certain habits in the community such as violent behaviors, drug dealing, and gun violence.

